Lesson 4
Clarifying

In conversation, when someone says something we can’t hear, we ask them to say it again. If we don’t understand what someone says, we ask them to explain what they mean. This process is called clarification.

In a recorded message, it’s more difficult to get points clarified. If you find there are parts of a speech that you can’t understand because the speaker is speaking quickly, the ideas are difficult, or you don’t see the connection between different parts of what was said, don’t panic!

Develop a system that you can use during the listening session for noting down ideas or words that you need to check. The fastest way is to use circles, question marks, or asterisks to mark problem items. After the recording is finished, make notes of your questions in the margin. Your questions could involve minor items, such as spelling, or major items, such as comprehension of an idea or opinion.

Take the time to clarify any information that you don’t understand. Most teachers encourage students to ask questions. Besides, you can try to clarify anything that you don’t understand by asking your classmates, looking in your textbook, or doing research in a library or online.

Clarifying expressions

Not hearing what was said

I didn’t catch the word used for…(X).

I didn’t hear what was said about…(X).

I didn’t catch what was said just before… (X).

What was the term used for…(X)?

Not understanding what was said

I didn’t get what was said about…(X).

I haven’t quite grasped what was said about…(X).

I’m not really clear about (X). Could you give us an example?

Not seeing the connection

I don’t quite see how (X) relates to (Y).

I can’t really see the link between (X) and (Y).

I don’t see why (X) is relevant to (Y).

The way to make Clarifying most effective is to combine it with the strategy of Monitoring. Monitor what you are confident you have understood as the recording is going on, and listen out for points where you don’t catch or can’t understand what the speaker says.

Using your notes to ask questions and make comments

Many professors at university expect you to ask questions and make comments during or after their lectures. In this way, information can be clarified and a variety of opinions can be introduced that increase the depth of the discussion and make it more interesting.

Apart from writing questions in the margins to remind you to clarify information that you did not understand, you can also use the margin to write comments that you would like to make. Here are some reasons you might want to ask a question or make a comment:

· You didn’t understand something the speaker said and want clarification.

· You would like additional information about some point of the lecture.

· You want to contribute additional information about a point of the lecture.

· You disagree with something the speaker said and want to discuss it.

· You agree with something the speaker said and want to express your support.

Even if you don’t have a question or comment, it is a good idea to take notes on questions and comments of other students. You should also take notes on the lecturer’s response and any class discussion that follows. This will increase your knowledge and understanding of the topic.

Using handouts to help you take notes

It is common for lecturers to distribute handouts to accompany their lectures. The handouts might include charts or graphs, an outline, or a bibliography or suggesting reading list. When you are given a handout before a lecture, study it carefully. Handouts will give you a preview of some of the ideas the lecturer will discuss.

A lecturer’s handouts will help you understand the lecture and give you material that you can study later. However, lecturers rarely give you exactly the same information in the lecture as they do in handouts. Therefore, you must still listen carefully to understand what the speaker says.

Here are some ways that you can take notes on handouts as you listen to a lecture:

· Highlight or circle parts of the handout that the lecturer discusses.

· Mark information that you don’t understand and want to ask questions about.

· Write comments.

Remember to take notes in your usual way in addition to marking the handouts. Be sure to organise all your notes in a clear format.

Responding

Being an effective listener in the classroom involves not simply receiving what the teacher or the speakers in a recording say but also responding to it. Responding here means relating the topic to your knowledge and personal experience, and forming your own opinions. It requires asking yourself questions such as:

· Do I accept that what is being said is true and relevant?

· Can I think of other examples that support, or don’t support what is being said?

· Do you think that other people’s opinions are reasonable?

Thinking critically about the topic

You will not always agree with what you read or hear. Make it a habit to evaluate what other people say and compare it with your own knowledge and experience. One way to practise thinking critically about an issue is to argue both in favour of it and against it. After doing this, you may find that you still strongly hold your original opinion, or you may find that you have changed your mind.

Sharing your opinion

An issue becomes more important if you share your own opinions about it. Your ideas will probably be influenced by many factors, including your age, educational experience, and cultural background. It is likely that people with backgrounds different from yours will have different opinions.
Supporting your opinion

If you are able to support your opinion, your audience will respect you because you are showing them that you have thought about the topic in depth and can develop your argument. Support for your ideas consists of explanations and examples. You should have at least two or three pieces of supporting information. You can introduce and link your supporting information with transitional phrases, such as these:

· first / first of all / first and foremost / to begin with

· in addition / additionally / secondly / furthermore / moreover / also / then / as well as

· finally / and last but not least

Task 1

Read the text below and answer the questions. Share your ideas with a partner.

We all know energy can come from the wind and the sun, but there's a plentiful renewable resource covering more than 75% of the planet that you might not have thought about: our water! The movement of the ocean's waves, tides, and currents carries energy that can be harnessed and converted into electricity to power our homes, buildings and cities.

The energy available in this moving water is called kinetic energy. Scientists and engineers are learning to capture clean renewable ocean power using marine and hydrokinetic technologies.
Marine and hydrokinetic energy technologies convert the energy of waves, tides, and river and ocean currents into electricity.
Water currents occur naturally all over the planet. Waves crash against coastlines. Tidal currents ebb and flow and large currents move water all around our oceans. We can tap into each one of these sources to generate electricity.

So, how does it work? That depends on what kind of hydrokinetic power you're trying to capture, but the concept is essentially the same: extracting power from moving water. For example, a buoy can harness energy from the vertical rise and fall of ocean waves, as well as back-and-forth and side-to-side movements. Currents and tides can also spin a turbine in various directions as water moves through an ocean power device, generating electricity.
Devices that operate in water have to work under turbulent and harsh conditions. They must be built to withstand strong currents and impacts from debris carried in the water. Of course, they also have to be designed to preserve the integrity of the marine environment.

One of the greatest benefits of developing marine energy or "ocean power" is that many of our water resources are right where we need them — near the most populated areas. Marine and hydrokinetic technologies are still a ways off from widespread adoption. But today, dozens of organizations are already working to deploy ocean power systems throughout the world. Marine and hydrokinetic technology, a new wave in harnessing clean, renewable energy from all sorts of water resources

a) What is marine and hydrokinetic energy?

b) How can marine and hydrokinetic energy be harnessed to generate electricity?

Task 2
Which of the following technologies are used for wave or tidal energy? 
	Wave energy
	Tidal energy

	
	1


1. Tidal stream generators use water to power turbines in the same way that wind turbines generate power from moving air.

2. Point absorber technologies use a float that sits on top of the waves, generating electricity via an attached, moored conversion device.

3. Overtopping technologies have been tested both for onshore and offshore applications. A reservoir is filled as waves deposit water, which is then released, driving a turbine or other conversion device.

4. Attenuators, long floating structures located parallel to the direction in which waves are traveling are used. When waves cause the water to rise and fall to different heights along the structure, it flexes and those flex points are connected to hydraulic pumps or other converters that capture the energy.

5. Barrage technology funnels water delivered ashore by tides into an estuary, and that water is then emptied and sent through turbines to generate power.

6. Instream hydrokinetic technology uses the natural river flow to generate electricity without using dams.
Task 3
Now match the pictures with the descriptions provided in the sentences above. 
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First listening
Watch the video about marine and kinetic energy. As you listen take notes. Use telegraphic language, conventional symbols and abbreviations. Write down your notes in one of the formats you already know. 
Second Listening

The teacher will now play the video a second time. Look at your notes and listen carefully for points where, during the first listening:

· You didn’t catch what the speaker said.

· You didn’t have time to note all the details.

· You misunderstood what was said.

After listening

After watching the video, compare the content of your notes with those of another student. Ask yourselves the following:

· Have you included the same information?

· If you missed any points, has your partner made notes on them?

· If there were points (words or sections) that neither of you could understand, can others in the class help?

Now compare the form of your notes. For this you will need to put them side-by-side. Look for differences between the ways in which you have used:

· abbreviations

· symbols

· telegraphic language

· spatial layout 

· emphasis 

Complete the chart with 3-4 questions using clarifying expressions about points which were not clear to you while watching the video and reading the handout?

	Questions for clarification 

	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.


