	 

Paragraph Writing
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What is a paragraph?
A paragraph is a collection of related sentences dealing with a single topic. To be as effective as possible, a paragraph should contain each of the following: Unity, Coherence, a Topic Sentence, and Adequate Development. As you will see, all of these traits overlap. Using and adapting them to your individual purposes will help you construct effective paragraphs.
1. Unity:
The entire paragraph should concern itself with a single focus. If it begins with a focus or major point of discussion, it should not end with another or wander within different ideas.

2. Coherence:
Coherence is the trait that makes the paragraph easily understandable to a reader. You can help create coherence in your paragraphs by creating logical bridges and verbal bridges.

· logical bridges:
The same idea of a topic is carried over from sentence to sentence;
Successive sentences can be constructed in parallel form. 
· lexical bridges: 
Key words can be repeated in several sentences;
Synonymous words can be repeated in several sentences; 
Pronouns can refer to nouns in previous sentences; 
Transition words can be used to link ideas from different sentences. 

3. A topic sentence:
A topic sentence is a sentence that indicates in a general way what idea or thesis the paragraph is going to deal with. It informs the reader about the main idea of the paragraph and sets the focus of the paragraph. Topic sentences can occur anywhere in the paragraph (as the first sentence, the last sentence, or somewhere in the middle). An easy way to make sure your reader understands the topic of the paragraph is to put your topic sentence at, or near the beginning of the paragraph. (This is a good general rule for less experienced writers, although it is not the only way to do it).

What makes a good topic sentence?
· It is usually a one-sentence statement that indicates purpose, subject, or point
· It is specific. 
· It is the controlling idea for the paragraph.
Every topic sentence will have a topic and a controlling idea. The controlling idea shows the direction the paragraph will take.
Example: There are many possible contributing factors to global warming.
The topic is "global warming" and the controlling idea is "contributing factors."
4. Adequate development
The topic (which is introduced by the topic sentence) should be discussed fully and adequately. Again, this varies from paragraph to paragraph, depending on the author's purpose, but writers should beware of paragraphs that only have two or three sentences. It's a pretty good bet that the paragraph is not fully developed if it is that short.

Paragraph Structure

Most paragraphs in an essay have a three-part structure--introduction, body, and conclusion. You can see this structure in paragraphs whether they are narrating, describing, comparing, contrasting, or analyzing information. Each part of the paragraph plays an important role in communicating your meaning to your reader.

• Introduction: the first section of a paragraph; should include the topic sentence and any other sentences at the beginning of the paragraph that give background information or provide a transition.

• Body: follows the introduction; discusses the topic sentence, using facts, arguments, analysis, examples, or other information.

• Conclusion: the final section; summarizes the connections between the information discussed in the body of the paragraphs and the paragraph's topic sentence.

Types of paragraphs  
Paragraphs are usually the building blocks of larger formats like reports, articles, emails or essays. Depending on their function in a piece of writing, paragraphs can have different purposes, and we can often identify their role by the way they are constructed.
There are four main types of paragraphs in writing: narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive (or argumentative). In academic and technical writing, paragraphs are often organized according to their purpose. Common patterns include process description, which explains how a process works or how something is done; compare and contrast, which identifies similarities and differences between two or more subjects; cause and effect, which explains the causes of a phenomenon and its consequences; problem and solution, which presents a problem and discusses possible solutions; and for and against, which examines arguments in favor of and against a particular issue. Understanding these organizational patterns helps develop clear, coherent, and well-structured paragraphs.
Each type of paragraph uses specific connectors to help readers understand the relationships between sentences and ideas. For example, process descriptions use sequence markers such as first, next, and finally; compare-and-contrast paragraphs use expressions such as similarly, however, in contrast; cause-and-effect paragraphs use linking words such as because, therefore, as a result; problem-solution paragraphs often use phrases such as one possible solution. to address this problem, while for-and-against paragraphs use words like on the one hand, on the other hand. 
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